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Kathryn Z. Johnston Dog(ma) Days of Summer Luke 22:14-23 
August 22, 2021 “Come” – On the Sacrament of Communion Isaiah 25:6-10
  
Isaiah 25:6-10 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and 
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 
 
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. For the hand 
of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 
 
Luke 22:14-23 
When the hour came, (Jesus) took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to 
them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not 
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, 
“Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the 
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that 
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 
 
But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is 
going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” Then they began to 
ask one another, which one of them it could be who would do this. 
 
The Story of God for the children of God… thanks be to God. 
 
Dog mealtime at our house always comes with a lot of excitement and, according to Reese, the 
two year old chocolate lab, it comes at least 30 minutes after his tummy says it should have 
been here already. Reese will come and find me about 30-45 minutes before dinnertime, 
politely sit, and then bark at me, not frantically, but just enough to get my attention and lodge 
his concerns that today may be the day I forget to feed the dogs. 
 
If I then stand up to go anywhere, he follows with his head pressed into the back of my knee, 
“don’t forget the dog, don’t forget the dog, don’t forget the dog.” 
 
The other two dogs love to eat. Reese LIVES to eat. When his bowl is being carried around the 
corner of the counter he spins and spins, until he sits… and then waits until he is told he can eat 
(that last part is the Presbyterian in him – all decent and in order). 
 
Presbyterian Book of Order, Worship section, 2.4001a: 
The Lord’s Supper is the sign and seal of eating and drinking in communion with the crucified and 
risen Lord. During his earthly ministry Jesus shared meals with his followers as a sign of 
community and acceptance and as an occasion for his own ministry. 
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God invites us to come to the table, to eat and be a part of God’s community – are we spinning in 
excitement? 
 
Presbyterian Book of Order Worship section, 2.4011a & b: 
The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is extended to all who have been baptized, remembering that 
access to the Table is not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the 
undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love... Even one who doubts or whose trust is 
wavering may come to the Table in order to be assured of God’s love and grace in Christ Jesus. 
 
All of the dogs are motivated to some extent by food. Reese is the hardest to keep his snoot out 
of his dog food container, but all of them can be bribed with a biscuit… pills are wrapped in 
cheese and if that is deemed too suspicious, I just have to put a speck of peanut butter on that 
pill wrapped in cheese and it is all gone.  
 
The dog command for today is “come” – but honestly, I rarely use that command. If we are 
outside, the dogs are on a leash. On the very rare occasion, they will get away from me, and that, 
especially on the corner where we live is terrifying.  
 
It’s also infuriating.  
 
Teddy, the black “labradoodad,” is a very good boy, but there is one cat in the neighborhood 
that drives him a little nuts. This one shows up outside our front window at 3 in the morning, 
and gets the whole household riled up. One day it showed up right when I was coming outside 
with Teddy and Teddy took off like a shot. As he went back around the two houses, I held my 
breath and was relieved to not hear any cars with their tires screeching. Then I went inside to 
get some biscuits. 
 
I yelled his name… and then the word “biscuit” – and eventually he wrestled himself out of 
some bushes and came to me really not looking very sorry at all… but now he wanted that 
biscuit. 
 
Here is where I struggle. I know he came to me in that moment, but he ran away in the first 
place and so giving him the biscuit feels like rewarding him for bad behavior. 
 
One time as a kid, I was walking with my Mom in the mall, and as we walked past Friendly’s 
there was a little girl about my age being told she was going to get an ice cream cone because 
she had been such a good girl that day. I looked up at my Mom and said something about also 
wanting an ice cream cone and my mom replied, “I don’t reward good behavior, I expect it.” 
 
Flash forward to being owned by dogs, and you can see why I struggle to give a biscuit to a dog 
that just ran away from me. 
 
Sometimes when it comes to Communion we think that the bread and the cup are a reward for 
good behavior. But it is not a right only for the most worthy, instead it is an invitation to come 
and taste and see that God is good – it is a place to be assured of God’s love and grace in Christ 
Jesus. 
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Remember in that Upper Room, Jesus gave bread to Peter who would deny him. He gave the 
cup to Judas, who would betray him. 
 
 Presbyterian Book of Order Worship section, 2.4007: 
In this meal the Church celebrates the joyful feast of the people of God, and anticipates the great 
banquet and marriage supper of the Lamb. Brought by the Holy Spirit into Christ’s presence, the 
Church eagerly expects and prays for the day when Christ shall come in glory and God be all in all. 
 
This is where the passage from Isaiah comes in.  
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and 
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 
 
It's hard to imagine this feast right now – there is no shared cup or bread, we are physically 
distanced in the pews, we can only guess if we’re even smiling at one another because of the 
masks on our faces. The Book of Order says that Communion “anticipates the great banquet” – 
do we anticipate the great banquet? 
 
My friend had a little dog that would get so excited about dinner, she’d be sitting but somehow 
her tail and legs were all moving so quickly underneath her that she looked like a hovercraft. 
She was like a dog-shaped Roomba. 
 
What would it be like to have that kind of anticipation and excitement about the foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet to come? 
 
The Book of Order continues: 
Nourished by this hope, the Church rises from the Table and is sent by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to participate in God’s mission to the world, to proclaim the gospel, to exercise compassion, 
to work for justice and peace until Christ’s Kingdom shall come at last. 
 
It seems a little silly at first – a piece of bread and a dash of juice brought from home give 
enough nourishment to solve all of the problems of this day?  
 
Solve? Maybe not. 
 
Participate in God’s mission to the world?  
Proclaim the Gospel? 
Exercise compassion? 
Work for justice and peace until Christ’s Kingdom shall come at last? 
Yes.  
 
So come to this table, not because we must but because we may;  
not because we are strong, but because we are weak. 
Come, not because any goodness of our own gives us a right to come, 
but because we need mercy and help. 
Come, because we love God a little and would like to love God more. 
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Come, because God loves us and gave God-self for us. 
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his Body. 
Come. 
Please join me in a spirit of prayer: 
 
We thank you, God, for the holy food we are about to share. Make us strong in you and solid in 
our commitment to come when we are called and follow in your ways of grace, mercy, and 
justice. In the name of the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


